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 Welcome to Cambridge International School Dubai 
 

Cambridge International School is one of the most established and successful 
international schools in Dubai. The school was initially founded in 1983 in Karama 
as The Cambridge High School.  The school has well over 2800 students from 
around 80 nationalities attending its current campus in Al Twar. 

 

Cambridge International School has grown from strength to strength over the years 
and has a well-proven track record of success in both academic and extra-curricular 
activities. 

 

In Years 10-11 (Key Stage 4) a wide range of courses are offered to prepare students 
for higher and further education, training and employment. We expect all students 
to select a balanced range of subjects and encourage students to continue through 
to Post-16. This will equip them to make choices from a wide range of universities 
and education providers, as well as preparing them for future employment. 
 
A large percentage of our students who move on to Post-16 carry on to higher 
education. The most common pathways chosen are UK, Canadian, American, 
Australian and UAE universities. Students are guided through the various 
application procedures in school. Information sessions are conducted throughout 
the year by CIS guidance staff as well as visiting guest speakers.  
 
Cambridge International School offers a unique international learning experience 
for students.  Its education programme maintains a holistic perspective and is 
based on the principles of Global Citizenship, growing by Learning, Pursuing 
Excellence and Leading through Innovation 
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GEMS Education 
GEMS, Global Educational Management Systems, manages a growing network of quality 
international schools, providing high standards of education to children from around the world. 
High service standards and a strong quality assurance programme are the hallmarks of GEMS 
systems. With decades of experience GEMS has the expertise to provide a variety of curriculum 
including the National Curriculum for England. 
 
GEMS, has the desire, passion and capability to unlock the potential of students. Four core 
principles form the foundation of GEMS educational programmes, designed to guide students to 
reach their full all- round potential. 

Global Citizenship   

 

 

   
 

Growing by Learning  

.  

 

 

                Pursuing Excellence 
                             

 
 
 

 

Leading through Innovation 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

We respect, care, and have empathy for all, accepting that we are all different but recognising that 
we are all the same. We see active participation in the community, from the most local to the most 
global, as the foundation of a valuable life. We celebrate diversity. We take pride in being generous. 
We believe social, cultural, economic and environmental awareness prepares us to play our part in 
shaping a sustainable future for ourselves and those around us. 

For us learning is about acquiring the knowledge, skills, behaviours and insight to expand our horizons 
and help us to grow. To grow, we must be open to learn. We foster the spirit of enquiry, encouraging 
equally creative and critical thinking. We value the mental agility to stay flexible in the face of change, 
adaptable in our relationships with others and nimble in our ability to put ideas into action. 

Innovation requires bold thinking, fresh ideas and brave leadership. It’s about entrepreneurship. 
Finding better ways of doing things… and doing them. To make a real contribution to a better future 
we must lead individual by individual, idea by idea, taking calculated risks, spotting opportunities, and 
acting decisively. Knowing that, by relentlessly exploring our passions, we will open up new 
possibilities. 
 

We see being great at something as a starting point, not an endpoint. We believe in having high 
standards and aspiring to be the best we can be. We strive to build resilience and strength of 
character, the moral compass to do the right thing, even when it’s not the easy thing to do. We take 
accountability for our performance, and set ourselves goals we know we can’t reach yet, because we 
know that by stretching to meet them we can get further than we imagined. 



 

5 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter 
to 

Parents 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Year 10 (Key Stage 4) marks the beginning of the IGCSE examination 
courses that will be examined at the end of Year 11. Decisions now 
need to be made about the most appropriate courses to be studied 
for individuals. 
In choosing subjects, students should think carefully about the 
following points: 
 
• What do I enjoy? 
• What am I good at? 
• What do I need for future A-Level choices? 
• Do I have a balance of subjects? 
 
Please read this Year 10 Curriculum Booklet.  If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact the relevant Faculty 
Leader, Head of Year or our Career Counsellor. 
 
The KS4 Curriculum 
All students must study the following subjects: 

• Arabic (mandatory for Arabs and non- Arabs) 

• Islamic Studies (for Muslims) & 

• Global Perspectives/Global Futures (Non- Muslims) 

• Atleast one Science subject (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 

• English Language 

• Mathematics 

• UAE Moral Social Cultural Studies 

• Physical Education 

• 5 other subjects including the Science subjects.  

All options selected are preferences and subject confirmation is 
dependent on course numbers, teacher recommendations and 
CAT4 scores. 
 
Feel free to approach the Faculty Leader or Head of Year for any 
further clarification. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ms. Lourdina Franco 
Vice Principal 
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Subject: Ministry of Education legislation which will affect schools offering UK curriculum 

 

There has been a recent change of legislation by the Ministry of Education (MOE), which will improve Arabic and 

Islamic Studies provision for British school curriculum students but will also have an impact for those pupils who 

wish to leave Secondary Education in Year 12 and require an MOE High School Equivalency Certificate. 

 

The background is that, as you will probably know, the British system operates in a different grading system to 

the IB, MOE and American counterparts in terms of naming the various age stages of learning. So, for example, 

a six-to seven-year-old entering Year 2 in a British school would be at Grade 1 level in a non-British institution 

and a 16 to 17-year-old entering Year 12 would be at Grade 11 in an American, MOE or IB school.  

 

In order to align the MOE has decided to remedy the situation by aligning Years and Grades in all schools based 

in the UAE and some Emirates have done this before others (Abu Dhabi and Sharjah). From 2022-23, all British 

curriculum students will have to complete Year 13 before leaving Secondary Education as a result of the MOE 

Resolution No. (883) of 2019 which we shared with you previously and during the Options Evening.  

 

Year 12 students from British schools (i.e. aged 16-17) can still leave school at this age, but they will not obtain 

the Equivalency Certificate. This may impact their ability to go into further education, particularly here in the 

UAE or other regional institutions such as in Egypt. This will depend on the requirements of the various 

universities. As well as the duration of national services.  

 

We appreciate these new changes to the system are somewhat challenging and so our schools will also offer 

more explanation as necessary should you wish to discuss further the implications for your child. 

 

Rest assured, the school will support you fully in securing the best possible outcome for your child. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Lourdina Franco 

Vice Principal & Head of Secondary 
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High School Equivalency Requirements 
 

 

 
1. For Private Schools that apply the British educational system, the following requirements must be met to 
equalize the high school certificate to the Ministry’s secondary school certificate (without defining any track) 
a. Apply the general conditions stipulated in Article 4 of this Resolution. 
b. The student must complete the 12th grade (Year 13) or equivalent. 
c. The student must pass 5 GCSE or IGCSE courses with grades: (A *, A, B, C, D) or (3 to 9). These 5 courses must 
include: 

• Mathematics 

• One of the science subjects (Physics, Chemistry, Biology)  

• One of the following two English subjects: either English Language or English literature. 

d. Students must pass two (2) subjects in GCE Advanced Level in one of the success grade scales: (A *, A, B, C, D) 
or equivalent grades. 
e. Islamic Education and Arabic Language are not counted in both levels but are mandatory for Muslims and  
Arabs 
f. Subjects studied should be chosen from the list defined by the relevant Ministry regulations. 
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Year 10 -Option List of Options 2024-2025 
Mandatory Subjects: English, Mathematics (CIE or Edexcel Higher), Moral Social Cultural Studies, Physical 
Education, Islamic Studies (only Muslims), Global Perspectives/ Global Futures (Non- Muslims) and Arabic 

Option 1: This subject has already been selected in Year 9. Students will continue studying the subject and will sit the external IGCSE 
examination in Year 10 (May/ June 2025). New students have the option of self- studying the content covered in Year 9. 

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 Option 5 

Business Physics Chemistry Biology Computer Science 

Sociology Biology ICT Chemistry Physics 

ICT Business (CIE) Travel & Tourism Economics Psychology 

Computer Science Business (Edexcel) Economics Art Business (CIE)
French Psychology Environmental M Accounting Accounting 

Physical Education English Literature 

Atleast one Science subject (Chemistry, Biology, Physics) must be chosen to fulfil the MOE Equivalency 
requirement. 

Please select your first and second preference. You may only select one from each Option block: 

Option 1 (currently 
studying in Year 9) 

Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 Option 5 

First 
Preference 

Second 
Preference 

All options selected are preferences and subject confirmation is dependent on course numbers, teacher 
recommendations and CAT4 scores. If we are unable to offer the 1st preference, we will consider the second 
preference in that particular option block 

    I, (student name) ______________________________ in class_____ confirm my preferred choices 

   and recognise that these may be amended after consultation. 

  Signed________________________ Date ________________ 

   Countersigned (Parent) ________________________ 
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PATHWAYS
The first step towards your future career is to plan out the journey.  The activity below is designed to help 
you map this out effectively so that you are able to make better-informed decisions.  If you have a couple 
of different careers in mind, you will need to use multiple pathway maps.  In order to complete your map, 
you will need to complete some research. 

My desired career is… 

What are the pre-requisites in order to achieve the above/what would be good to do? 

What qualifications are needed? (i.e. degree, vocational cert’ etc…) 

What will the Post 16 requirements/needs be? 

What levels do I need to access these courses and what am I predicted to achieve? 

Subject 

Level 

CAT4 
Prediction 

What I need 
to achieve 
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Positive Education and Curriculum for Life 

Cambridge International School recognises the importance 
of Martin Seligman’s Positive Psychology approach and 
introduced the Positive Education Enhanced Curriculum 
(PEEC) in January 2021. It is a whole school, proactive 
approach that endeavors to provide students with skills and 
knowledge for when difficulties arise. At all times, we strive 
to adopt a strength-based approach; the idea of having a 
language about what is right within our community. We 
encourage students to learn from their mistakes, to evaluate 
if it is increasing the wellbeing of students and giving them 
the resilience and the ability to successfully cope and 
manage with life's challenges. 
PEEC is an evidence-based approach, that is continually 
evolving as we tailor it to our curriculum and the needs of 
students at CIS. This year, we have introduced a NEW 
Curriculum for Life across the whole school. The Curriculum 
for Life comprises of explicit PEEC lessons that link to the six 
domains (Positive Engagement, Positive Accomplishment, 
Positive Purpose, Positive Emotions, Positive Relationships 
and Positive Health) and bespoke sessions on financial 
literacy, future careers and sustainability development goals. The amount of time spent teaching Wellbeing differs 
across departments and year groups and is reviewed annually. 

In our Curriculum, we have timetabled 40 minutes of this session called Curriculum for Life. Though we do run 
other pastoral programs- Moral Ed, House Assemblies, House families or even the Head of Year (HoY) Assembly, 
this program will be taught by the Learning Manager (LM). 

At Cambridge International School, we are committed to promoting positive mental health and emotional 
wellbeing to all students, their families and members of staff and governors. Wellbeing is at the heart of 
everything that we do! Our open culture allows students’ voices to be heard and by using effective policies and 
procedures we ensure a safe and supportive environment for all. It is our mission to create students who are 
emotionally resilient, flexible and inspired to reach their full potential. 
Studies have shown that where students have access to Positive Education, their performance has remained high 
– meeting the criteria of HPL, where everyone is a high performer!

It is important that the relationship and rapport that a teacher has with their students is the best Positive 
Education tool available and that is why it is important for teachers and students to align and work in 
collaboration for the wellbeing of both. 

The curriculum provides opportunities for our teachers and parents in our community to learn the principles of 
Positive Education. We endeavor to role model and live according to these principles. We will be explicitly and 
implicitly teaching the related topics of wellbeing. We endeavor to embed these principles in our whole school 
practices and policies. 
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CIS curriculum empowers our learners to aim high. As an accredited High Performance Learning school and 
on a journey to becoming World Class School, we develop an evidence-based set of HPL values and attributes. 
The curriculum is the means by which the school achieves its objective of educating children in the knowledge, 
skills and concepts that they need in order to lead fulfilling lives and become lifelong learners.   
High Performance Learning is a research-based, pedagogy-led philosophy that responds to our growing 
understanding of human capability. It normalises high performance for all students and uses a unique teaching 
and learning framework to systematically develop the cognitive skills, values, attitudes, and attributes needed 
for lifetime success. 
As part of the CIS curriculum for all learners, the concept of enhancing learning and 
life skills, as well as knowledge, is seen as a key priority.  HPL identifies key 
characteristics and attributes that prepare young people to succeed in learning and 
in life and categorises these into Cognitive Performance characteristics (ACPs) and 
Values, Attitudes, Attributes (VAAs). 

Advanced Cognitive Performance characteristics (ACPs)  
• Meta-Thinking:  Reflecting on their own thinking,

knowingly using a wide range of thinking approaches,

and transferring knowledge from one circumstance to

another.

• Self-regulation: The ability to monitor, evaluate and

self-correct; Big picture thinking; Working with big

ideas and holistic concepts.

• Linking: Use connections from past experiences to seek

possible generalisations and assist conclusions.

• Analysis: Critical or logical thinking; the ability to

deduct, hypothesise and reason; Complex and multi-

step problem solving; The ability to break down a task,

decide on a suitable approach and then act.

• Creating:  Intellectual playfulness; The ability to

abandon one idea for another or generate multiple solutions.

• Realising:  The ability to use some skills with such ease as they no longer require active thinking.

 Values, Attitudes and Attributes (VAAs)  

• Empathetic:  Collaborative Seeking out opportunities to receive responses to work, to present their own

ideas to others clearly and concisely and to listen to and act upon the views of others.

• Agile Thinking:  Enquiring; Being curious, proactive and thinking independently Creative and

enterprising; open-minded and flexible in thought processes.

• Hard-working:  Resilience; Overcoming setbacks and remaining confident, focused, flexible and

optimistic; Perseverance; Being able to keep going, to face obstacles and difficulties but never give up.
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CIE Accounting 
IGCSE SYLLABUS  
0452 

Course Outline 
Accounting is the language of business.  It is the study of the 
processes involved in translating financial transaction data into 
information used to assist decision-makers to make relevant, 
accurate and timely decisions. The course covers the concepts of 
accounting, the use of journals and ledger accounts, and the 
preparation and analysis of financial statements.  
Students focus on the skills of recording, reporting, presenting and 
interpreting financial information. It forms an ideal foundation for 
further study and for a future career within the profession. 

Assessment Summary 
Two written examinations 

Paper 1 Multiple Choice    One hour 15 minutes   
30% of marks (35 marks) 

Paper 2 Structured Written Paper    One hour 45 minutes 
70% of marks (100 marks) 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 

IGCSE Accounting provides a foundation for further studies in 
Management Accounting, Financial Accounting, Chartered 
Accounting and other business- related subjects. Students have gone 
on to work in the areas of professional accountancy, investment 
banking, investment analysis, management consultancy and 
financial management. 
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CIE Art and Design 

IGCSE SYLLABUS 0400 

Course Outline 

Cambridge IGCSE Art & Design 
has been designed to offer a 
broad choice of media and 
approaches so that candidates 
can produce a personal 
response and schools can play 
to their strengths in terms of 
staff expertise and interests. 
The broad areas of study are: 
Painting and related media, 
print making, three-
dimensional design, 
photography, digital and lens-
based media, graphic 
communication, textiles and 
fashion. 
Candidates can respond to 
either component using any of 
the media above 
The syllabus helps equip 
learners with lifelong skills 
including: 
• Confidence and enthusiasm
as they develop technical skills
in two- and/or three-
dimensional form and
composition
• The ability to identify and
solve problems in visual and
tactile forms
• The ability to develop ideas
from initial attempts to
outcomes.

Assessment Summary 

Component 1 Coursework 50% -100 marks 
Candidates research, develop and realise a project from one area 
of study in the subject content from a theme set by the teacher. 
 There are two parts to the coursework: 

• a portfolio and

• a final outcome

Externally Assessed 
Component 2: (8 hours) Externally Set Assignment (50%)- 100 
marks  
Candidates respond to one starting point set by Cambridge 
International. Candidates may produce work from the same area of 
study as Component 1, but they do not have to.  
There are two parts to the assignment:  
– supporting studies and
– a final outcome, produced during a supervised test of 8 hours’
total duration. Externally assessed

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Below are a few careers to guide you: 
Writing/Analytical: Art Curriculum Writer - Art Historian - Art 
Critic - Arts Administrator - Arts & Cultural Planner - Website 
Owner/Blogger  
Spatial Design: Architect - Landscape Architect - Urban 
Designer/Town Planner - Playground/Theme Park/ Sports 
Arena/Golf Course Designer  
Arranging/Display: Food Stylist - Floral Arranger - Display & 
Exhibition Planner - Art/Design/Colour Consultant - Gallery 
Owner/Assistant  
Organisation/People Management: Art School Director - 
Primary/Elementary Teacher - Middle/High School Art Teacher - 
University Lecturer/Professor - Private Art Instructor - Art 
Therapist - Art Dealer  
Photography: Advertising Photographer - Fashion Photographer - 
Photo Journalist - Food Photographer - Portrait Photographer  
Graphic Designer: Advertising Director - Logo/Brand Designer - 
Advertisement Designer - Sign Writer - Magazine Layout Designer - 
Fine Art: Airbrush Artist/Spray Painter - Architectural Illustrator - 
Book Illustrator - Graphic Illustrator –  
Fashion Textiles: Fibre Artist - Accessory Designer 
(Shoes/Bags/Hats) - Dressmaker - Embroiderer - Fashion 
Consultant - Fashion Designer / Sports  Costume Designer - 
Quilt/Rug/Linen Designer - Fabric/Textile 
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CIE Biology: 0610 
CIE Chemistry: 0620 
CIE Physics: 0625 

Course outline 

For the IGCSE course, students 
must choose Physics and either 
Chemistry or Biology or both. 
Teaching of each IGCSE Science 
subject route ensures that 
scientific enquiry is taught 
through context to satisfy 
knowledge, skills and 
understanding. 

All skills, concepts and 
background knowledge that 
students would need will be 
covered in years 7 and 8. IGCSE 
Science involves studying 
concepts in more detail 
therefore requires a greater 
understanding of topics and 
application of knowledge gained 
which needs to be 
complemented with analytical 
and experimental skills. 

Assessment Summary 
At the end of two years study, students will sit the IGCSE exam as 

Core or Extended doing three papers for each. 

Paper 

No. 

Paper Title Content 

Assessed 

Duration Weighting 

1 Multiple 

Choice (Core) 

Core only 45 minutes 30 % 

2 Multiple 

Choice 

(Extended) 

Core and 

Supplement 

45 minutes 30 % 

3 Theory (Core) Core only 1 hour 15 

minutes 

50 % 

4 Theory 

(Extended) 

Core and 

Supplement 

1 hour 15 

minutes 

50 % 

6 Alternative to 

Practical Test 

Core and 

Supplement 

1 hour 20 % 

Candidates following the Core curriculum should take paper 1, paper 
3 and paper 6.  Grades C – G will be available to these candidates. 
Candidates following the extended curriculum should take paper 2, 
paper 4 and paper 6.  The full range of Grades A* - G will be available 
to these candidates. 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 

The list is endless for careers as well as the job opportunities after 
taking Science subjects for IGCSE.  It gives you a head start and 
easier beginning to studying Science at A level or its equivalents. 

Careers using BIOLOGY 

Biology Teacher, Biochemist, Genetic Engineer, Dietician, Doctor, 

Ecologist, Health Officer, Medical Lab Technician, Marine 

Biologist, Microbiologist 

Careers using CHEMISTRY 

Chemistry Teacher, Biotechnologist, Chemical Engineer, 

Pharmacist, Crime Officer, Forensic Scientist, Material Scientist, 

Metallurgist, Research Scientist, Chemical Plant Operator 

Careers using PHYSICS 

Physics Teacher, Aeronautical Engineer, Astronomer, 

Cyberneticist, Surveyor, Meteorologist, Flight Manager, Engineer, 

Biophysicist, Nuclear Scientist 
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CIE Business Studies 
IGCSE SYLLABUS 

0450 

Course Outline 
The IGCSE Business Studies syllabus develops students' 
understanding of business activity in the public and private sectors, 
and the importance of innovation and change. Students learn how 
the major types of business organization are established, financed 
and run, and how their activities are regulated. Factors influencing 
business decision-making are also considered, as are the essential 
values of cooperation and interdependence. The course gives an 
overview of marketing, Human Resource, operations and financial 
management. Successful IGCSE Business Studies students gain 
lifelong skills, including confidence to calculate and interpret 
business data; communication skills including the need to support 
arguments with reasons.     

Assessment Summary 
Paper 1 Short Answer and Data Response  
Written paper, 1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks. 

Paper 2 Case Study  
Written paper, 1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks. 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 

IGCSE Business Studies provides a foundation for all management 
courses such as Bachelor of Business Administration, Master of 
Business Administration, Chartered Accountancy and Management 
Information Systems. 
Students pursue careers in management consultancy, investment 
banking, general management and public sector management, 
among other areas. 
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Edexcel 
International GCSE 
in Business 
SYLLABUS 4BS1

Course Outline 
Edexcel International GCSE in Business syllabus develops 
students' understanding of business activity in the public and 
private sectors, and the importance of innovation and change. 
Students learn how the major types of business organization are 
established, financed, and run, and how their activities are 
regulated. Factors influencing business decision-making are also 
considered, as are the essential values of cooperation and 
interdependence. The course gives an overview of marketing, 
Human Resource, operations, and financial management. 
Successful IGCSE Business Studies students gain lifelong skills, 
including confidence to calculate and interpret business data; 
communication skills including the need to support arguments 
with reasons.   
Assessment Summary 
Paper 1: Investigating small businesses *Paper code

4BS1/01

Content summary 

The question scenarios are based on a small 
business – up to 49 employees. 

50% of the total 

International 
GCSE 

Assessment 
Examination of 1 hour and 30 minutes, consisting of four 

compulsory questions, each worth 20 marks 
Total of 80 marks in Paper 1.  

The sub-questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, 

short-answer, data-response, and open-ended questions. 

Paper 2: Investigating large businesses *Paper code
4BS1/02

Content summary 

This paper will draw on topics taken from the 
whole of the subject content. The question 

scenarios are based on a large business – 
more than 250 employees. 

50% of the total 
International 

GCSE 

Assessment 

Examination of 1 hour and 30 minutes, consisting of four 
compulsory questions, 

each worth 20 marks 

Total of 80 marks in Paper 2.  
The sub-questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, 

short-answer, data-response, and open-ended questions. 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Edexcel International GCSE in Business provides a foundation for 
all management courses such as Bachelor of Business 
Administration, Master of Business Administration, Chartered 
Accountancy and Management Information Systems. 
Students pursue careers in management consultancy, 
investment banking and general management. 
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CIE Computer 
Science    
IGCSE SYLLABUS 
0478 

Course Outline 
Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science provides an ideal foundation in 
computer science. Learners gain confidence in computational 
thinking and programming, an appreciation of automated and 
emerging technologies and the benefits of their use. They develop an 
understanding of the main principles of problem-solving by creating 
computer-based solutions using algorithms and a high-level 
programming language. Learners also develop a range of technical 
skills including the ability to test effectively and to evaluate solutions. 
The aims are to enable students to develop: 
• computational thinking skills
• an understanding of the main principles of solving problems using
computers
• the skills necessary to solve computer-based problems using a high-level
programming language
• an understanding of the component parts of computer systems and how
they interrelate
• an understanding of the internet as a means of communication and its
associated risks
• an understanding of the development and use of automated and emerging
technologies.

Assessment Summary 
Students sit an external examination set by the Cambridge 
International Education (CIE). The examination consists of two 
papers, the details of which can be found in the table below.  

Paper 1 - Computer Systems Paper 2 – Problem Solving and 
Programming 

1hour 45 minutes duration 1hour 45 minutes duration 

50% - weightage 
75 marks - Short-answer and 
structured questions 
Questions will be based on 
Topics 1–6 of the subject 
content.  

50%- weightage  
This written paper contains short-
answer and structured questions 
and a scenario-based question. 
 Questions will be based on Topics 
7–10 of the subject content  

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Student may continue with Applied ICT and Computing in AS and A level 
after completing this course. This qualification will provide an option to 
prepare for an advanced level of ICT qualification in their further education. 
Professions and areas IT graduates can take up in future include Computer 
Networking, Information System Management, Information Analyst, IT 

Coordinator and Technicians, Database Administrator and programmer. 
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CIE Economics  IGCSE 
SYLLABUS 0455 

Course Outline 
Economic events and economic choices affect everybody and every 
day of their lives. The study of Economics will help students 
understand these events and participate effectively in today’s 
world. Students who choose to study Economics are expected to 
be interested in world affairs and should remain abreast of world 
and local news. Levels of learning range from learning basic 
definitions of concepts to fully applying theoretical concepts to 
real-life situations and events. They should be able to present 
arguments, explain situations in terms of economic theory and 
should be able to communicate fluently in order to achieve good 
marks. 

Assessment Summary 
Two written examinations 
Paper 1 Multiple Choice     45 minutes       
30% of the marks  (30 marks) 
Paper 2 Structured Questions     Two hours and 15 minutes     
70% of the marks  (90 marks) 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
AS Level and A-Level Economics, B.A./B.Sc. Honours – Economics, 
B.A Honors – Finance, MBA Finance and Marketing, Bachelor of
Business Administration, Computer Information Systems.
Students go on to pursue careers in the financial sector, for
example in banking and financial services, analytical and trading
fields, take up positions as economic or management consultants,
engage in entrepreneurial activity, or pursue careers in Marketing
or Law.
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CIE Environmental 
Management 
IGCSE SYLLABUS 
0680

Course Outline 
Cambridge IGCSE Environmental Management is a challenging and 
interesting subject concerned with sustainable development in a 
world where the security of resources and life-sustaining systems 
is endangered by human impact.  
The syllabus draws upon disciplines such as Biology, Earth Science, 
Geography, Economics and Anthropology. The course is structured 
in such a way that it starts with the interdependence of the Earth's 
natural systems and how people use natural resources, and moves 
on to examine the impact of development on the environment. 
Issues such as environmental pollution and resource depletion are 
examined to discuss, plan and implement environmental 
sustainability. 

Assessment Summary 
Paper 1 (Theory)   
 1 hour 45 minutes 

 Paper 2 (Management in 
context) 
1 hour 45 minutes 

Section A: short and 
structured questions – 20 
marks 
Section B: short-answer 
and extended response 
questions based on source 
material – 60 marks 

Short, and extended response 
questions based on source 
material 

Total: 80 marks 
50% of total assessment 

Total 80 marks:  
50% of total assessment 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Environmental Management equip the individuals to work with 
decision-makers, governments, and large businesses, making a 
practical contribution towards solving environmental problems. 
Environmental Management graduates work with Ecology, Energy 
Management, Health and safety, Quality management, Quarry 
Management, Recycling, Waste management, Air Quality 
Monitoring, Emergency Response, Environmental Science and 
consultancy, Environmental Compliance, Environmental 
Education, Policy and Regulation Development. 
Environmental Management is a corporate social responsibility 
and every organization has a competent person in charge of that 
responsibility. 
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EDEXCEL French 
 GCSE SYLLABUS  2FR01 
9-1 Grading scale

Course Outline 
• Develop an understanding of French in a variety of contexts

• Acquire a knowledge of French vocabulary and structures

• Build transferable language skills

• Be able to get the ability to communicate effectively in French

• Increase awareness and understanding of countries and

communities where French is spoken

• Manageable content: A flexible programme of study that

allows time for a focused revision period at the end of the

course

• Assessments that place an emphasis on spontaneity and

grammar, as well as providing plenty of opportunities for

students to apply their knowledge independently, creatively,

and in authentic situations

• Straightforward and clear question papers and mark schemes.

• Continuous progression –a specification that builds on KS3

prior learning and provides a firm foundation for students to

make a smooth transition to A level

Assessment Summary 
• Emphasis is placed on the four core skills of Speaking, Listening,

Reading and Writing

• 100% external assessment –all exam papers will be set and

marked by the Awarding Organisation

• 25% assessment weightings per skill (listening, speaking,

reading and writing)

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
This includes studying French at AS and A-Level. Knowledge of 

French can also open doors to a whole range of different careers in 

the fields of Languages, Law and Diplomacy providing 

opportunities in Medicine, the Environment, Business, 

Engineering, Science and Technology.  
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CIE Literature in 
English 
IGCSE SYLLABUS 0475 

IGCSE Cambridge Literature 
(English) offers learners the 
opportunity to read, 
interpret, evaluate and 
respond to a range of 
literature in English. The 
range includes drama, prose 
and poetry from the works of 
Shakespeare to 
contemporary literature. This 
course enables learners to 
deepen their understanding 
and appreciation of the ways 
in which writers use English 
to express meaning and 

achieve effects. Cambridge 

IGCSE Literature (English) will 
stimulate learners to read for 
pleasure, to explore wider 
and universal issues, 
promoting a better 
understanding of themselves 
and the world. 

Course Outline 
The aims are to develop learners who: 
• enjoy the experience of reading literature
• understand and respond to literary texts in different forms and
from    different periods and cultures
• communicate an informed personal response appropriately and
effectively
• appreciate different ways in which writers achieve their effects
• experience literature’s contribution to aesthetic, imaginative and
intellectual growth
• explore the contribution of literature to an understanding of
areas of human concern.

Assessment Summary 

Assessment 
Objective 

Component 1 
Poetry & Prose 

Component 2 
Drama 

Weighting 

AO1 25% 25% 25% 

AO2 25% 25% 25% 

AO3 25% 25% 25% 

AO4 25% 25% 25% 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Universities and employers accept Cambridge IGCSE Literature 
(English) as proof of knowledge and understanding of Literature in 
English.  
Candidates who are awarded grades A* to C in Cambridge IGCSE 
Literature (English) are well prepared to follow courses leading to 
Cambridge International AS and A Level English, International 
Baccalaureate Certificates in English or the equivalent. 
The skills you develop through the study of English Literature 
(effective written and verbal communication, time-management, 
organisational skills, teamwork, independent study and research, 
developing persuasive arguments are applicable to a wide variety 
of professional areas. Some areas, which have traditionally 
attracted English Literature graduates, include Advertising, 
Marketing and PR work, Arts Administration, Library and 
Information Management, the Legal Profession, Editing and 
Publishing, Journalism and other areas of the Media. Academic 
careers are also popular choices. 
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CIE First Language 
English  
IGCSE SYLLABUS 0500 

Course Outline 
The aims are to enable students to: 
• read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good

understanding, enjoying and appreciating a variety of

language.

• read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to

inform and improve their own writing.

• write accurately and effectively, using Standard English

appropriately.

• work with information and with ideas in language by

developing skills of evaluation, analysis, use and     inference

• listen to, understand, and use spoken language effectively.

• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge

and understanding of grammatical terminology and linguistic

conventions.

• complement students’ other areas of study by developing skills

of a more general application (e.g. analysis, synthesis, drawing

inferences)

Assessment Summary 

Component A01 
Reading 

AO2 
Writing 

Whole 
Assessment % 

P1: Reading 80 marks 20 marks 50% 

P2: Directed 
Writing and 
Composition 

20 marks 80 marks 50% 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 

Cambridge IGCSEs are general qualifications that enable learners 
to progress directly to employment or to proceed to further 
qualifications. 

Candidates who are awarded grades A* to C in Cambridge IGCSE 
First Language English are well prepared to follow courses leading 
to Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language, or the 
equivalent. 
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Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE in 
English as a Second 
Language (4ES1) 9-1 
Grading Scale 

Course Outline 
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students 
to develop: 

• an understanding of a wide variety of complex reading texts,

recognising implicit meaning and adapting own style and speed

of reading to different texts and purposes.

• an understanding of standard spoken language, whether live or

broadcast, on both unfamiliar and familiar topics normally

encountered in personal, social, academic or vocational

contexts.

• the ability to write clear, well-structured texts using an

appropriate style, highlighting relevant salient issues,

expanding and supporting points of view with supporting

arguments (where relevant) and showing controlled use of

organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices the

ability to express themselves fluently, spontaneously and

appropriately in a range of speaking contexts with little obvious

searching for expressions or use of avoidance strategies.

• an understanding of the nature of language in different cultural

contexts in order to build up competence in communication.

Assessment Summary 

International GCSE 

Paper 1: Reading and Writing 
4ES1/01 

66 3/2 % of the total 

Paper 2: Listening 4ES1/02 33 1/3 % of the total 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Universities and employers accept GCSE in English as a Second 
Language as proof of knowledge and understanding of English for 
further study or employment, either in English-speaking countries 
or where English is used as the main medium of communication for 
business and commerce. 
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Global Futures 
Singularity 
University  

Course Outline 
The Global Futures Curriculum (GFC) provides students with the 
insight, conceptual framework and tools to understand, and succeed 
in, a rapidly changing society.  
More specifically, it provides students with:  
• Deep intellectual insight into a range of exponential

technologies (e.g. Artificial Intelligence, Digital Biology, Robotics,
etc.)

• Conceptual frameworks for discussing both the positive and
potentially negative implications of these technologies from an
ethical perspective, for society as a whole and for them as
individuals.

• A “tool kit”, centred around design, future forecasting and
critical thinking approaches that will help students to make more
informed career and life decisions in an era of exponential
change.

• An appreciation of the extent to which both technically and non-
technically minded students can leverage exponential
technologies and thinking in addressing some of society’s
greatest challenges.

Assessment Summary 
Assessment in Global Futures is based on student’s development of 
skills within the curriculum. There will be a range of assessments 
that occur including but not limited to formal written assessments, 
presentations in groups and independently, peer to peer 
assessment on contribution and performance. Students will be 
assessed on their ability to think outside the box, their ability to 
apply new ideas to Global Challenges, their ability to bring in aspects 
of other subjects to aid their thinking process. Global Futures is very 
much about preparing the students for the future and enable them 
to be successful. Singularity University are also accrediting this 
course and certification will be provided by the university along with 
the opportunity for the best ideas to be developed through the 
university. 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
By studying Global Future, you will gain a comprehensive and 
flexible qualification that will equip you to take up career paths that 
include entering into Entrepreneurship, Science related careers, IT 
based careers, Politics, Law, Environmental based careers among 
many others. This course is incredibly flexible.  
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CIE Global 
Perspectives  
IGCSE SYLLABUS 0457 

Course Outline 
Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives provides opportunities for enquiry 
into, and reflection on, key global issues from a personal, local/national and 
global perspective. Young people globally face unprecedented challenges in 
an interconnected and information-heavy world, not least, in how they will 
gain a sense of their own active place in the world and cope with changes 
that will impact on their life chances and life choices. Students will have 
opportunities to acquire and apply a range of skills, including gathering, 
synthesising and communicating information, collaborating with others to 
achieve a common outcome, analysing and evaluating planning, processes 
and outcomes, developing and justifying a line of reasoning, students will 
explore stimulating topics that have global significance. They will assess 
information critically and explore lines of reasoning. They will learn to 
collaborate with others from another culture, community or country, 
directing much of their own learning and developing an independence of 
thought. 

Assessment Summary 
Component 1 
Written 
Examination   

Component 2 
Individual Report 

Component 3 Team 
Project  

Candidates answer 
four compulsory 
questions based on a 
range of sources. 
Sources will present 
a global issue from a 
range of 
perspectives, 
personal, local 
and/or national, 
global, and will be 
drawn from a list of 
eight topics. 
Externally assessed 

Candidates research 
one topic area of 
personal, local 
and/or national and 
global significance 
and submit a report 
based on their 
research. The title is 
devised by 
candidates 
themselves. The 
report must be 
1500–2000 words 
and written in 
continuous prose. 
Internally set and 
externally marked  

Candidates devise and develop 

a collaborative project into an 

aspect of one topic.  

The Team Project comprises 
two elements. Team Element 
Candidates produce as a team 
one Outcome and one 
Explanation as a Collaboration. 
The Explanation must be 200–
300 words. (10 marks) Personal 
Element Candidates each write 
a Reflective Paper on their 
research, contribution and 
personal learning. The paper 
must be 750–1000 words. (60 
marks) Internally assessed and 
externally moderated  

(70 marks: 35 % of 
total assessment  

60 marks: 30 % of 
total assessment  

70 marks: 35% of total 
assessment  

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
By studying Global Perspectives, you will gain a comprehensive and 
flexible qualification that will equip you to take up career paths that 
include entering into International Relations, Trade, Foreign Affairs, 
Diplomacy, Politics, Local Government, Environmental Research and 
Planning and International Development. 
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CIE Information and 
Communication 
Technology  

IGCSE SYLLABUS 0417 

Course Outline 
The syllabus aims to 
summarise the context in 
which you should view the 
syllabus content and describe 
the purposes of a course 
based on this syllabus.  
The aim is to develop: 
knowledge of ICT including 
new and emerging 
technologies; autonomous 
and discerning use of ICT 
skills to enhance work 
produced in a range of 
contexts; skills to analyse, 
design, implement, test and 
evaluate ICT systems;  skills 
to consider the impact of 
current and new technologies 
on methods of working in the 
outside world and on social, 
economic, ethical and moral 
issues; ICT-based solutions to 
solve problems; the ability to 
recognise potential risks 
when using ICT, and use safe, 
secure and responsible 
practice. 

Assessment Summary 
Students sit an external examination set by the Cambridge 
International Education (CIE). The examination consists of two 
papers, the details of which can be found in the table below.  

Paper 1 Theory 40% 
80 marks 

Paper 2 Practical Document 
Production, Data Manipulation and 
Presentations 30% 70 marks 

1 hour 30 minutes 
Examination 

2 hours 15 minutes Examination 

Questions will be based on 
sections 1–21 of the 
subject content.        
All questions are 
compulsory Externally 
assessed 

This test assesses the practical skills 
needed to use the applications covered 
in sections 17, 18 and 19 of the subject 
content Candidates must demonstrate 
the practical skills relevant to sections 
11–16 All tasks are compulsory 
Externally assessed 

Paper 3 Practical 
Data Analysis and Website Authoring 30% (70 marks) 

2 hours 15 minutes 
Examination 

This test assesses the practical skills 
needed to use the applications covered 
in sections 20 and 21 of the subject 
content Candidates must demonstrate 
the practical skills relevant to sections 
11–16 All tasks are compulsory 
Externally assessed 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Student may continue with Applied ICT and Computing in AS and A 
level after completing this course. This qualification will provide an 
option to prepare for an advanced level of ICT qualification in their 
further education. Professions and areas IT graduates can take up in 
future include Computer Networking, Information System 
Management, Information Analyst, IT Coordinator and Technicians, 
Database Administrator and Programmer. 



Edexcel International 
GCSE in Mathematics A 
(4MA1) 

Edexcel International GCSE 
Mathematics Curriculum 
encompasses a comprehensive 
range of topics designed to 
equip students with 
foundational mathematical 
knowledge and problem-solving 
skills. It begins a with 
fundamental arithmetic 
operations, including fractions, 
decimals and percentages and 
progresses to algebraic 
concepts such as equations, 
inequalities, and graphing 
functions. Geometry 
components such as equations, 
inequalities, and graphing 
functions. Geometry 
components cover properties of 
shape, measurements, and 
basic trigonometry. Students 
also delve into statistical 
analysis, learning to interpret 
data, calculate measures of 
central tendency and 
dispersion, and understand 
basic probability concepts. 
The curriculum emphasizes 
practical application through 
handling data and applied 
Mathematics encouraging 
students to apply mathematical 
reasoning to real-world 
scenarios. Overall, this syllabus 
aims to foster a solid 
understanding of mathematical 
principles and their relevance in 
various contexts, preparing 
students for further academic 
pursuits and practical problem- 
solving challenges. 

Course Outline 
Years 10 to 11 (Edexcel Higher) will follow the Edexcel International 
GCSE (4MA1).  
For more information about syllabus and examinations, you may 
visit.  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GC
SE/Mathematics%20A/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessme
nts/International-GCSE-in-Mathematics-Spec-A.pdf 

The International GCSE qualification will be graded and certificated on 
a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the total subject mark where 9 is 
the highest grade. For Higher Tier grades 9–4 are available (grade 3 
allowed). If you wish to study Mathematics further at AS and A Level, 
then you will need to achieve a point scale 8 or above. 
Assessment Summary 
Edexcel International GCSE (4MA1) - A two-year 
programme 
Students should be able to demonstrate problem-solving 
skills by translating problems in mathematical and non-
mathematical contexts into a process or a series of 
mathematical processes. Questions will assume knowledge 
from the Foundation Tier leading to Higher Tier subject 
content. 

International GCSE Higher curriculum 
Point scale available 9-4 with 3 allowed 

Paper 1H (2 hours) 

100 Marks   Weightage: 50% 

Calculator paper 

Paper 2H (2 hours) 
100 Marks   Weightage: 50% 

Calculator paper 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Candidates can study Mathematics Edexcel Higher syllabus where the 
available Point Scales are 9-4 with 3 allowed. If you wish to study 
Mathematics further at AS or A levels, then you will need to achieve 
a Point Scale 8/9 in this curriculum.   
International GCSE Mathematics is a useful introduction to Edexcel 
IAL, AS and A-Level Mathematics. Mathematics is also a relevant 
qualification for many careers such as: 
Accountancy, Actuarial work, Aeronautics, Air-traffic Control, 
Architecture, Business and Finance, Civil Engineering, Computer 
programming, Computer Science, Cryptography, Economics, 
Electrical Engineering, Forensic Science, Geodesy, Geophysical
Mathematics, ICT, Law, Management, Mathematics, Medicine etc. 
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CIE Mathematics 
IGCSE SYLLABUS 
0580 

The CIE Mathematics curriculum 
covers a diverse rang of topics 
aimed at empowering students 
with essential mathematical skills 
and knowledge. All candidates 
engage with fundamental 
concepts including number, 
theory, algebra, coordinate, 
geometry, mensuration, 
trigonometry, transformations, 
vectors, probability, and statistics. 
Through these topics students 
cultivate a positive attitude 
towards Mathematics, developing 
confidence, curiosity and a sense 
of enjoyment in the subject. They 
learn to apply mathematical 
principles to real world scenarios, 
fostering problem solving skills, 
creativity and resilience. 
Moreover, clear communication 
of mathematical ideas, logical 
reasoning, infrerence-making abd 
appreciation for the 
interconnectedness of different 
mathematical areas are 
emphasised. Ultimately, students 
gain a solid foundation for further 
study in Mathematics and other 
disciplines, enabling them to 
navigate and contribute 
effectively to the world around 
them.

Course Outline 
Years 10 to 11 will follow the Cambridge IGCSE (0580).  
For more information about syllabus and examinations, you may 
visit www.cie.org.uk 
Candidates can study Mathematics Extended syllabus where the 
available grades are A* - E. If you wish to study Mathematics further 
at AS or A levels, then you will need to achieve grade A and above.   

Assessment Summary 
Cambridge IGCSE (0580) - A two year programme 
Extended candidates take Paper 2 and Paper 4. The 
questions are based on the extended subject content 
only. 

IGCSE Extended curriculum 
Grades available A* -E 

Paper 2 (Extended) (2 hours) 

100 Marks   Weightage: 50% 

Structured and Unstructured questions 

Non -Calculator paper 

Paper 4(Extended) (2 hours) 
100 Marks   Weightage: 50% 

Structured and Unstructured questions 

Calculator paper 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Candidates can study Mathematics Extended syllabus where the 
available grades are A* - E. If you wish to study Mathematics 
further at AS or A levels, then you will need to achieve a grade A 
and above.   
IGCSE Mathematics is a useful introduction to AS and A-Level 
Mathematics. Mathematics is also a relevant qualification for 
many careers such as: 
Accountancy, Actuarial work, Aeronautics, Air-traffic Control, 
Architecture, Business and Finance, Civil Engineering, Computer 
programming, Computer Science, Cryptography, Economics, 
Electrical Engineering, Forensic Science, Geodesy, Geophysical 
Mathematics, ICT, Law, Management, Mathematics, Medicine etc. 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
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EDEXCEL 
Psychology 
GCSE SYLLABUS 1PS0 
9-1 grading scale

Course Outline 
Welcome to the fascinating world of human mind - Psychology — 
the science concerned with the power to investigate, explore and 
identify the behaviour of all living things. One of the earliest and 
most exciting adventure into mind, Psychologists follow scientific 
methods, using careful observation, experimentation and analysis.  
Students are encouraged to carry out practical work to develop a 
working understanding of how psychologists carry out research.  
Students learn five compulsory topics: Memory, Development, 
Psychological Problems, Social Influence and The Brain and 
Neuropsychology. They also study two optional topics from a list of 
5: Language, Communication and Thought, Criminal Psychology, 
Perception, The Self and Sleep and Dreaming. 

Assessment Summary 

Paper Duration Marks Weightage 

Paper 1 1 hour 45 minutes  98      55% 

Paper 2 1 hour 20 minutes  79      45% 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Psychology students generally report being pleased that what they 
studied in school has helped prepare them for both life and work.  
Psychology is a straightforward path towards career in becoming 
clinical Psychologist, Researcher, University Professor, 
Psychophysics Psychologist, Developmental Psychologist, 
Counseling Psychologist, Army and Air-force Psychologists, Child 
Psychologist, Cognitive Neuroscientist, Forensic Psychologist, 
Gerontologist, Geriatric Psychologist and many, many more such 
lucrative and high- profile careers. 
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CIE Sociology   IGCSE 
SYLLABUS 0490 

Cambridge IGCSE 
 Sociology encourages 
learners to think critically 
about contemporary social, 
cultural and political issues. 
The syllabus provides 
opportunities to explore 
concepts and arguments 
that underpin the discipline 
of sociology. Learners are 
supported in developing key 
transferable skills such as 
the interpretation of 
evidence, analysis and 
evaluation while studying a 
range of stimulating topics 
and real-world issues. 

Course Outline 
Sociology is an exciting and illuminating field of study that studies, 
analyses and explains human social relationships and institutions. 
Sociology’s subject matter is diverse, ranging from crime to 
religion, from the family to the state, from the divisions of race and 
social class to the shared beliefs of a common culture, and from 
social stability to radical change in whole societies.  
Sociology provides the candidates with lifelong skills, including:  
a better understanding of how we become who we are, the ability 
to analyse human behaviour within their own society, between 
different cultures and across different periods of time, the ability 
to use sociological evidence and ideas to challenge one’s own 
beliefs and the beliefs of other people about social issues at the 
local, national and international level.  

Assessment Summary 
Paper Time 

(duration) 
Total 
marks 

No. of questions to be  
attempted 

Weightage 

Paper 
1 

2 hours    80 
marks 

Two structured 
questions:  
Question 1 Research 
methods(compulsory) – 
all candidates answer 
this question, which 
includes data response.  
Question 2 and 
Question 3 – candidates 
choose to answer 
either Question 2 or 
Question 3 

   50% 

Paper 
2 

1 hour 45 
min. 

   80 
marks 

Two optional structured 
question from a choice 
of three 

    50% 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
IGCSE course in Sociology is accepted by schools, universities and 
employers as proof of knowledge and understanding about the 
socio-economic and political conditions of the world, people are 
part of.  
Sociology is an excellent preparation for careers in Law, Public 
Policy, Social Work, Public Administration, as Educators, 
Researchers, Public Relations, Consumer Research, Media, Political 
organisations, Human Resources Management, Corporate Training 
and Development, Guidance and counselling and many more. 
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CIE Travel And 
Tourism 
IGCSE Syllabus 0471 

Course Outline 
IGCSE Travel and Tourism is designed to help meet the need for 
skilled and knowledgeable individuals in this rapidly diversifying 
industry. The syllabus develops practical skills across a range of 
working roles, as well as providing a global and local perspective on 
travel and tourism. Students gain an overview of the industry, and 
learn about popular destinations, customer care, working 
procedures, travel and tourism products and services and  
Marketing and promotion. Through their studies, students will gain 
an understanding of the concepts, models and theories used within 
the industry, and enhance their skills of investigation, analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation. It is a journey of real-life earning, 
empowering students to develop a knowledge and understanding 
of this fast- growing industry. 

Assessment Summary 
Two written examinations 

Paper I    One hour 30 minutes           50% of the marks 
(Key terms and concepts) 

Paper II   Two hours         50% of the marks 
Managing and Marketing Destinations 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers 
Travel and Tourism provides employment directly and indirectly to 
millions of people worldwide. A career in the travel and tourism 
industry can provide opportunities in a number of sectors and 
organisations, such as State Tourism Agencies, Immigration and 
Customs Services, Airlines, Hotels and Transport Providers.  
Specific roles include; Tour Operations Assistant and Manager, 
Travel Agent, Customer Service Agent, Hotel and Resort Manager, 
Tourism Marketing roles, Strategic Tourism Development and     
numerous others.  The tourism industry is made up of large 
multinational companies as well as many small to medium sized 
organisations, which provides an appropriate platform for 
enterprising individuals wishing to develop and establish their own 
business.  
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Physical Education 
(All Students) 

A high-quality physical 
education curriculum 
inspires all pupils to 
succeed and excel in 
competitive sport and 
other physically 
demanding activities. It 
provides opportunities for 
pupils to become physically 
confident in a way, which 
supports their health and 
fitness

Course Outline 
The National Curriculum for Physical Education aims to ensure that 
all pupils: 

• Develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical

activities.

• Physically active for sustained periods of time

• Engage in competitive sports and activities.

• lead healthy, active life.

What will students learn? 
Throughout Key Stage 4 (Year 10-11) students will be taught: 

• Use a range of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in

direct competition through team and individual games [For

Example: Basketball, Cricket, Badminton, Football, Hockey,

Netball, Rounders, and Tennis]

• Develop their technique and improve their performance in

other competitive sports [For Example: Athletics, Basketball,

Swimming, Badminton, Cricket, Football, Netball and

Rounders]

• Take part in outdoor and adventurous activities which present

intellectual and physical challenges and be encouraged to work

in a team, building on trust and developing skills to solve

problems, either individually or as a group

• Analyse their performances compared to previous ones and

demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best

• Take part in competitive sports and activities outside school

through community links or sports clubs.

Assessment Summary 
The course is designed to test students’ understanding of the 
material using a variety of assessment methods including skill 
performance tests and peer-assessments, self-assessments and 
group assessments in addition to daily points allotted for 
attendance and participation. 



 UAE Moral Social 
Cultural Studies 

According to the 
Ministry of Education 
ruling, it is compulsory 
that students study UAE 
Moral Social Cultural 
Studies. Students 
receive 2 lessons per 
week (min. 40  minutes) 

Course Description 

The Moral Education Program prepares learners for the ever-rapid 
changes in social fabric, as well as the need to assess and track trends 
and changes in moral, community, civic and cultural aspects. It 
safeguards accomplishments in the formation of a unique local 
character, preserves national heritage and deters adverse behavior.  
The Social Studies for Non-Arabs Curriculum deepens learners’ 
understanding of social, political and economic systems; improves 
their comprehension of movements in local and world history; 
enables them to analyze the relationships between humans and their 
natural environment, and facilitates the development of a strong 
appreciation of the importance of relating knowledge of past people, 
events and civilizations to present and future challenges.  
What will students learn?  
The Moral Education and Social Studies today is an integrated 
curriculum, enhanced and comprehensive curriculum, which:  
• Preserves the rationale, purpose and intended learning outcomes of

both curricula

• Consists of a clearly structured framework

• Contains a well-planned and progressive scope and sequence of units

• Ensures comprehensive and efficient coverage of all learning

outcomes

The study will focus on the following key areas: Knowledge of 
Social Studies component  
History-students show knowledge of how significant events and 
developments have impact and play a role in constituting other 
communities in the region over different periods of time and in 
different places  
Civics- Rights and privileges of belonging to communities inside and 
outside of UAE. The factors that shape nations and governing 
structures both locally and globally.  
Geography- students are able to show knowledge of the earth, its 
properties and how such are related to human interactions as well as 
between human societies and the natural environment  
National Identity- students show sense of belonging and loyalty to 
their country and society. Students are able to share the basis and 
different forms and duties of the government and role of members 
of the society  
Economics-Students understand the role of government in 
developing national and international economies.  
UAE Culture, Heritage and Tolerance-Identify milestones of UAE 
national development and elements of its heritage. Explain the 
responsibilities and privileges of living in the UAE and demonstrate a 
sense of belonging to the UAE community 
Assessment  
Assessment methods are both summative (Mid Term and 34Unit  tests, 
Research Based tasks, and presentations) and formative (quizzes, 

discussions, role-plays, and other class activities) 33



Pearson Edexcel 
Level 1/Level 2 GCSE 
(9-1) in Physical 
Education (1PE0) 

Course Outline 
Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems 
Component 2: Health and Performance 
Component 3: Practical Performance 
Component 4: Personal Exercise program (PEP) 

Assessment Summary 
Students must: % in 

GCSE 
AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

of the factors that underpin performance and 
involvement in physical activity and sport 

25 

AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of the 
factors that underpin performance and 
involvement in physical activity and sport 

20 

AO3 Analyse and evaluate the factors that 
underpin performance and involvement in 
physical activity and sport 

15 

AO4 • Demonstrate and apply relevant skills

and techniques in physical activity and

sport

• Analyse and evaluate performance

40 

Total 100 

Breakdown of Assessment Objectives 
Component Assessment Objectives Total 

% AO1 % AO2 % AO3% AO4% 

Component 1: Fitness and 
Body Systems 15 12 9 0 36 

Component 2: Health and 
Performance 10 8 6 0 24 

Component 3: Practical 0 0 0 30 30 

Component 4 Personal 
Exercise Programme (PEP) 0 0 0 10 10 

Total 25 20 15 40 100 

Post 16, University Pathways and Careers:
GCSE PE is a very diverse course that can help to develop students 
career pathway.   GCSE PE can help develop a career in   Physiotherapy 
& Medicine, Teaching and Sports Coaching, Leisure-Management, 
Armed forces/military service, Outdoor Adventures, Sports Science
and Sports Journalism. 
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ASSESSMENT 

Assessment is an integral part of Teaching and Learning and is required to optimise all students’ learning 
and teachers’ teaching by providing a picture of progress and achievements and to identify the next 
steps to success. 

1. Types of Assessment

Assessment for / of Learning / as Learning: 

• There are three principal functions of assessment- assessment for learning, assessment of learning
and assessment as learning

• Assessment for learning highlights and emphasises the contribution assessment can make to the day

to day process of teaching and learning (formative)

• Assessment of learning helps to create a cumulative record of children’s progress and attainments

(summative)

• Assessment as learning is the use of a task or an activity to allow students the opportunity to use

assessment to further their own learning.  This offers students the chance to set their own personal

goals and advocate for their own learning

I. Summative is Assessment of Learning. It is used mainly to measure performance and clearly
identifies a standard of pupil attainment against given criteria. It is carried out at the end of a period
of learning. Examples:
o Internal School Examinations

II. Formative is Assessment for Learning. It is ongoing and provides evidence of and for progression in
learning.
o It supports learning through identifying difficulties, providing feedback and diagnosing future
learning priorities.
o Formative assessment can also be used to evaluate the effectiveness with which a teacher in
mediating the curriculum and thus inform his/her future planning.
o This includes:
a. Weekly tests
b. Home work
c. Class work
d. Group Activity – Project work Research- based

III. Self-Assessment encourages pupils to take responsibility for their own learning by:
a. Evaluating their own achievement against shared learning outcomes
b. Identifying their own strengths and areas for improvement
c. Encouraging individual learning goals and action plans for future progression
d. Fostering a self-reflective learning culture
e. Encouraging independence in learning



36

IV. Peer Assessment is used when relevant. Pupils are encouraged to clarify their own ideas and
understanding of both the learning intention and assessment criteria while assessing other pupils’
work.

V. External Assessments at CIS

CIS takes part in the Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4), and Progress Tests (PT English, Maths and Science), 
TIMSS, PISA, PASS and IGCSE, GCSE, AS & A level. 

The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4) 
CAT4 assesses a pupil’s ability to reason with and manipulate different types of material through a 
series of Verbal, Non-Verbal, Quantitative and Spatial Ability tasks. Together, these four tests provide 
teachers with a comprehensive profile of a pupil’s reasoning abilities, and as such the core abilities 
related to learning. 
The resulting data can then be used to identify a pupil’s strengths, weaknesses and learning 
preferences, providing accurate and reliable information that is essential for personalised learning. The 
more we know about a pupil, the better position we should be in to offer a learning environment and 
ways of teaching and learning that allow pupils to maximise their potential. Information about a pupil’s 
reasoning ability will be key to many decisions and is considered alongside attainment data and other 
factors known to impact on learning, such as attendance and attitude. 

Progress Tests (PT) 
These are nationally benchmarked assessments. They will be used year-on-year to support teachers at 
CIS in identifying current levels of attainment and monitoring progress. The group of tests reflects the 
English National Curriculum as well as the other UK curricula, making it up-to-date and highly relevant. 

Year 10 
Year 10 students will undertake both formative and summative assessments through the term and 
records of all subjects will be kept in Phoenix mark sheets tracking progress against a quantitative 
measure of attainment.  
Assessments in Year 10 will be consistent with the IGCSE criteria. Assessments are an integral 
component of teaching and learning. CIS will use Progress Tests (PT) in English, Maths and Science to 
monitor progress and attainment. These are externally set and intended to provide feedback with 
respect to how well the student is grasping the concepts being taught. PT tasks are graded and these 
scores are maintained for the purpose of term end reports. However, all assessments conducted will 
be shared with parents on an ongoing basis. 

External Examinations 
At the end of Year 10 (Summer 2025), students will sit for the external examination for the subject 
course started in Year 9 (Option 1). They will continue to study the remaining 6 IGCSEs courses started 
in Year 10 and will sit the external examinations in Year 11 (Summer 2026). 
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PASS Survey Report 

The success of young people’s educational experience is heavily determined by the attitudes that they 
bring to their learning, their sense of aspiration and the feelings they have about their place in the 
broader social context of the school. The PASS diagnostic is a powerful, multi-factorial measure of 
students’ attitudes to school, learning and success. Its robust nature enables the data it yields to be 
used as a means of establishing baselines and to support effective planning, implementation and 
evaluation of interventions at individual, group and whole school levels. The data combined with other 
student data such as GL CAT4, Progress Test, gives staff in school, in collaboration with the young 
people, greater opportunity to make informed decisions about their future learning and to help them 
towards further success. 

IGCSE/ GCSE/ AS & A Level: 
Cambridge International Examinations (CIE), Pearson Edexcel and AQA are the world’s largest 
providers of international education programmes and qualifications for 5-19 years old. 
Universities, education providers and employers recognise these qualifications across the world. At CIS 
students in Year 10 embark on IGCSE/GCSE courses that include English Language, Mathematics, 
Sciences such as Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Humanities such as Sociology, Psychology, Environmental 
Management, Commerce subjects such as Accounting, Economics, Business, Travel & Tourism and 
Creative subjects such as  Arts, Physical Education or Creative Media. 

At AS/ A Levels students choose 4 subjects to pursue their career pathways.  At AS/ A Level we offer a 
range of BTEC Vocational courses that include internally and externally verified and assessed. The BTEC 
courses are currently under the MOE consideration. 

Assessment Cycle in the Calendar 
Proposed dates 2024-2025 
• The school calendar will publish the summative assessment dates

Year Internal Examinations/ Assessments 
Baseline CAT4 NGRT A PASS 1 Pre-

Mock 
Term1 NGRT 

B 
Mock Term 2 NGRT C PASS 2 Term3 IGCSE Progress 

Test 

10 Sept Oct Oct Oct Nov- Dec Nov-Dec Jan Feb- 
March 

March April April May May June 

Report Release Dates: 

Year Group Dates Report 
Year 10 December Term 1 

Year 10 January Pre-Mock (One IGCSE subject) 

Year 10 April Term 2 and Mock 

Year 10 June Final (Term 3) 
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Key contact: 
• Head of Secondary: Mr. Peter Hart p.hart_cis@gemsedu.com

• Deputy Head of Secondary and Career Counsellor: Ms. Sandhya Menon s.menon1_cis@gemsedu.com

• Head of Year: Ms. Nameeta Bhatia n.bhatia_cis@gemsedu.com

mailto:p.hart_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:s.menon1_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:n.bhatia_cis@gemsedu.com
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Contact for subject specific query: 

Faculty Faculty Leader Email 

English Michelle Labrooy m.labrooy_cis@gemsedu.com

English AFL Sophie Morfett s.morfett_cis@gemsedu.com

Mathematics Rani John r.john1_cis@gemsedu.com

Mathematics AFL Nisha Louis n.louis_cis@gemsedu.com

Science Princy Jackson p.jackson_cis@gemsedu.com

Science AFL Sona Lepcha s.lepcha_cis@gemsedu.com

Humanities Arogya Mary Kantha a.kantha1_cis@Gemsedu.com

ICT Leni Kurian l.kurian_cis@Gemsedu.com

Arts Sanjana Saxena s.saxena1_cis@Gemsedu.com

French Abdelrahman Ahmed 
Mohamed  

a.mohamed3_cis@gemsedu.com

Arabic B Ramy Wagdy Aboudishish r.aboudishish_cis@Gemsedu.com

Arabic A Abier Eldenary Mohamed a.mohamed_cis@gemsedu.com

Islamic Lina Ismail Abdelsalam Maged l.maged_cis@gemsedu.com

PSHE Nishrin Gilitwala n.gilitwala_cis@gemsedu.com

Sociology Praseeda Ramesh p.ramesh_cis@gemsedu.com

Psychology Harshitha Subramaniam h.subramaniam_cis@gemsedu.com

PE Srivani Pechetti Pechetti.V_CIS@gemsedu.com 

Director of Sports Martin Mackenzie m.mackenzie_cis@gemsedu.com

Social Moral and Cultural Studies Meena Mehrotra Meena.K_cis@gemsedu.com 

Business Rency John r.john_cis@gemsedu.com

Business (AFL) Fathima Munthas f.munthas_cis@gemsedu.com

Music Peterson Paul Aruldoss p.paularuldoss_cis@gemsedu.com

Drama Nayika Nagpal n.nagpal_cis@gemsedu.com

BTEC Courses Sangeetha Philip S.PHILIP_CIS@gemsedu.com

For further details on course content please speak to the relevant Faculty Leader or simply go online and 
research your courses for yourself.  

www.cie.org.uk CIE 
BTEC/EDEXCEL www.edexcel.org.uk 

mailto:m.labrooy_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:s.morfett_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.john1_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:n.louis_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:p.jackson_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:s.lepcha_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:a.kantha1_cis@Gemsedu.com
mailto:l.kurian_cis@Gemsedu.com
mailto:s.saxena1_cis@Gemsedu.com
mailto:a.mohamed3_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.aboudishish_cis@Gemsedu.com
mailto:a.mohamed_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:l.maged_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:n.gilitwala_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:p.ramesh_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:h.subramaniam_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:Pechetti.V_CIS@gemsedu.com
mailto:m.mackenzie_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:Meena.K_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:r.john_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:f.munthas_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:p.paularuldoss_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:n.nagpal_cis@gemsedu.com
mailto:S.PHILIP_CIS@gemsedu.com
http://www.cie.org.uk/
http://www.edexcel.org.uk/
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Cambridge International School, Dubai 
P.O. Box 60835 

Dubai 
United Arab Emirates 

Tel: 9714 2824646 
Fax: 9714 282 4109 

cambridge@emirates.net.ae 
www.gemscis-dubai.com 




